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SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturdays: Msgr. Ryan Hall - 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Also by appointment
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
The Church provides certain times and preparation for
weddings. Please contact the Rectory at least six months
in advance to begin the process.
REGISTRATION
Every family and person within the parish is encouraged
to register with the Parish.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:30 p.m. In
July and August Baptism will be celebrated at 12:30 p.m.
A required Baptism preparation meeting for parents meets
on the first Monday of the month at 8:00 p.m. Godparents
are welcome. Please register in advance for the class and
Baptism. Godparent Pre-Requisites: Godparents must be
practicing Catholics in good standing, 16 years of age or
older, Baptized and Confirmed Catholic.
ON BECOMING A CATHOLIC
Those seeking information about the Catholic Faith are
invited to contact Fr. Valentine at the Rectory at 6212222.
CARE OF THE SICK
Please notify the Rectory and Human Concerns Ministries
if there is anyone seriously ill so that we can provide
spiritual care.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK
Bob Boeshore
Lillian Boeshore
Kathleen Capuano
Barbara Coe
Rebekah Cole
Kevin Cronin
Paul Cronin
John Damiano
Linda De Stio
John Paul DiNonno
James Dougherty
Eric DuBois
Natalie Finamore
Noel Glen
Kamlesh Gupta
Ida Kelly
Christine Kenney
Maria Kim
Douglas Knehr

Anne Krukowski
Frank Krukowski
Richard Malon
Jonathan Mannina
Stuey Manzione
Tom McCormack
Brendan Miles
Freida Navarro
Victoria Oxer
Justin Paradine
Marion Prendergast
Jenna Reggio
Anna Sambucci
Elizabeth Stein
Charles Strecker
Clotida Vecchione
Jacqueline Verde
Anne Wright

THE MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, December 20: 4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7:30 a.m.
Frank Castiglione
by the Dussel Family
9:00 a.m.
Thomas Maniscalco
by his Children
11:00 a.m.
Frances and Rocco Belfiore
by their Daughter-in-law
Pasqulina and Rocco Calo
by their Daughter, Helen
Edith Monteserrato
by her Family
12:15 p.m.
People of the Parish
Monday, December 21: Late Advent Weekday
9:00 a.m.
Jeremiah M. Cronin
by Timothy Cronin
Tuesday, December 22: Late Advent Weekday
9:00 a.m.
Anthony Grau
by his Family
Wednesday, December 23: Late Advent Weekday
9:00 a.m.
Cornelia Massimo on her Birthday
by her daughter
Thursday, December 24: Late Advent Weekday
9:00 a.m.
Alexander Levchuck, Gertrude and
Michael Hochla
by Janet and Family
Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m.
Christmas Memorial-Hall
6:00 p.m.
Christmas Memorial-Hall
10:00 p.m.
People of the Parish-Church
Friday, December 25: THE NATIVITY OF THE
LORD (Christmas)
7:30 a.m.
Christmas Memorial-Church
9:00 a.m.
Christmas Memorial-Church
11:00 a.m.
People of the Parish-Hall
12:15 p.m.
Christmas Memorial-Hall
Saturday, December 26: Late Advent Weekday
5:00 p.m.
Reilly, Kirkpatrick & Serringer
Families
by Lynn Reilly
Marge Tucholski
by Joy Giuliano
Sunday, December 27: THE HOLY FAMILY OF
JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

WEDDING BANNS
II

Mary Kate Sheehan and Daniel Edward Grabher
both of St. Mary’s, Roslyn

7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

People of the Parish
Stella Grochowski
by the Nadel Family
Ronald Paradiso
by Wife, Rose and Family
The Shanahan Family
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FOSTERING STEWARDSHIP
AS A WAY OF LIFE

READINGS FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
FOCUS: The Lord dwells among us.
David worries that the ark of God dwells in a tent; Mary
doesn’t hesitate to allow the ark of God to dwell within
her. God is not bound by human constraints, and yet he
asks us to participate with him, and cooperate with his
grace, that the ark of the covenant – and the arc of
salvation history – may be made available to all.
LITURGY OF THE WORD:
The Lord reminds David that he, the Lord, chose David.
He tells David that a kingdom will be established in
David’s name and endure forever. Saint Paul gives glory
to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ. In the Gospel,
the angel Gabriel tells Mary that she will conceive and
bear a son, and – hearing that the Holy Spirit and the
power of the Most High will be with her – she responds,
may it be done to me according to your word.
Readings for next week, December 27, Feast of the Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary, Joseph: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14,
Colossians 3:12-21 of 3:12-17, Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22, 3940

PARISH SACRIFICIAL GIVING
Mary was called to become the mother of our Lord. Each of us
are called to serve the Lord in some way, as well. Ask the Lord
to reveal to you what He wills of you and ask Him for the
courage to do His will

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary
Thank you for your continued sacrificial gifts to St.
Mary’s.
Sunday Offertory December 12/13
Same Week Last Year

$9,160.00
$5,417.00

Mass Attendance for December 12/13
Same Week Last Year

303**
962

*Does not include Faith Direct
**Mass Attendance at 50% capacity under Covid19
guidelines

 Celebrants for Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day
December 24/25:

Celebrants*

From Liturgical Commission Publishing, Lansing, MI
Thurs
4:00

 Celebrants for the Weekend of 
December 26/27:
Celebrants*

Lectors

6:00

10:00

Sat
5:00

Fr. Valentine

P. Ditrano

Fri
7:30

Sun

Fr. Valentine

N. Toal

9:00

9:00

Fr. Lauder

Volunteer Needed

11:00

11:00

Fr. Valentine

J. Ferreira

12:15

7:30

* Subject to last minute changes.

Fr. Valentine
Fr. Valentine
Fr. Valentine
Fr. Lauder
Fr. Lauder
Fr. Valentine
Fr. Valentine

* Subject to last minute changes.
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE
Dear Friends:
Every semester, students (and, sad to say, their parents) ask teachers to “have mercy” when handing
out final grades. It is interesting to note the phraseology of these discussions. Invariably, if one does
well, one says, “I got an A,” but if poorly, “You gave me a D.” Hmmm. After the begging, pleading,
and threatening, the instructor thinks: If he used even half his energy to read the material—and profit
from it—the student would have passed with flying colors. Upon review, I found that one student who
expected “a good grade” attained about 10% of the possible score. I asked: “If you were in my
position, would you give a passing grade—not to mention a “good” grade—to such a student?” You
don’t want to know the reply.
We live, friends, in an age when everybody gets an award; everyone is special. In the words of
Garrison Keillor describing his mythical hometown: “Welcome to Lake Wobegon, where all the
women are strong, all the men are good-looking, and all the children are above average.” Of course,
we can see the problem with this logic: when every effort is over-valued, then nothing is genuinely
remarkable, nothing truly outstanding. As one who never rated above “center of mass” in the military,
I can speak with some authority on the subject. The spiritual equivalent of grade inflation is what the
theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, meant by the term, “cheap grace.”
Cheap grace means grace sold on the market like cheapjack’s wares.
The sacraments, the forgiveness of sin, and the consolations of religion
are thrown away at cut prices. Grace is represented as the Church’s
inexhaustible treasury, from which she showers blessings with generous
hands, without asking questions or fixing limits. Grace without price;
grace without cost!
Deep down, no one really wants to live in such a world. It is only against the real possibility of failure,
death, and yes, the loss of heaven itself, that we can appreciate the value of achievement, of life, and
of salvation. The Church has long pondered the divine logic by which God chose to save the world by
sending his Son to assume human flesh and die on the cross for our sins. In the 11th century, St.
Anselm of Canterbury asks: Cur deus homo? Why did God become a man? His answer, that the
justice of God demanded “satisfaction” for our sin (which, for the record, is impossible for us to
achieve), strikes the modern ear as unreasonable. Why doesn’t God just cancel the debt? For that
matter, why even speak in terms of debt? Does this not reduce God to a divine actuary who doles out
salvation in a business-like fashion? Later, St. Thomas asks whether it was “necessary” for God to
become human. Could not God have just cancelled the debt and “be done with it”? Thomas also asks,
why did God choose the time he did—smack-dab in the “middle” of history—to send Christ into the
world: not, say, at the beginning or at the end? The answer to the first question involves the meaning
of “necessity”: whether an end (salvation) can result without certain means (the cross), or whether the
end is “better” achieved without it. Yes: God could have simply declared us restored, forgiven, and
saved, but would we have appreciated what exactly was at stake if not for the cross of Jesus? As for
when Christ would come, if the Incarnation is God’s way of “restoring” the human race, then the
patient must have time to become ill, on the one hand, and to heal, on the other. God’s timing,
therefore, is perfect.
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE
Our artwork is Francesco Giorgio Martini’s beautiful “Nativity,” painted in 1460, from the Basilica
of San Domenico in Siena. Notice that, dominating the scene with the Holy Family, the angels, and the
shepherds as they adore the Christ-child (resting on a shattered marble fragment) is the remains of a Roman
arch, symbolizing secular history as it gives way to a new age of grace. According to http://
totem.viaesiena.it/, the arch is “completely in ruins,” as the world “rises from the darkness of paganism.”
Perhaps. But might we see the coming of Christ as more than simply a rejection of paganism? A teacher of
mine, Fr. Michael Himes, once remarked: “There is no secular realm, if by ‘secular’ we mean ‘ungraced.’”
God has been at the task of saving the world since its beginning. Could we then say that, with the
Incarnation, the human family has “come of age,” that is, reached maturity?
Friends, you and I are the Church: the extension, if you will, of the coming of God in the flesh. We may, at
turns, have to act as the “field hospital” for wounded humanity (Pope Francis), and the friend of all that is
good and beautiful in praise of almighty God (Pope Benedict XVI). By the grace of the Incarnate Word, the
Church promotes what makes life possible and worthwhile, as we continue our journey to heaven. Merry
Christmas!
Faithfully,
Fr. Valentine

HUMAN CONCERNS MINISTRY

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
AND GREENS
St. Mary’s has the custom of a
Flower Fund to provide flowers for the
altar and sanctuary in the Church and
Msgr. Ryan Hall at Christmas. If you wish
to make a donation to our
Christmas
Flowers and Greens in memory of a loved
one, please return your
envelope to the Rectory
or place it in the
collection basket. There
are extra envelopes available at the doors of the
Church and Hall.

FOOD CERTIFICATES FOR CHRISTMAS
For Christmas we would like to
give purchase power to those in
need so that they can buy the
goodies they’d enjoy for
Christmas dinner. You can help
by purchasing food certificates
from Stop and Shop or other food stores, in the
amount of $10 or $20 and bring or mail them to
the Human Concerns Office. The certificates
will be given out with the presents. If you
would like to make a
monetary donation,
please make your check payable to ST.
MARY’S CHURCH, with Human Concerns
written on the memo line, and place it in the
collection basket at Mass.
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HUMAN CONCERNS MINISTRY
FOOD PANTRY IN URGENT NEED:
A note of thanks to all the parishioners who, despite
the present circumstances, continue to send in their
contributions for the support of St. Mary’s. Your
generosity, while not surprising, is greatly appreciated.
Besides the upkeep of the Church we would like to
add a note of gratitude to those parishioners who
have given so generously to our Human Concerns
Ministry. Your goodness has
contributed
greatly to alleviating the needs of our neighbors.
Thank You!
Fr. Valentine

Fr. Lauder’s Catholic Novel
Fr. Lauder’s Series of 50 lectures on the Catholic
Novel, each 15 minutes long, are available on YouTube

St. Mary’s Food Pantry has had a great demand for
food, and is running low on staples. We ask that when
you do your grocery shopping, you consider purchasing
extra items to donate to the Food Pantry.
The Human Concerns Food Pantry is in urgent need
of the following items:
Soup
Cookies
Peanut Butter
Crackers
Jelly
Cereal
Pasta
Assorted Beans
Pasta Sauce
Corn
Macaroni & Cheese
Vegetables
Tuna Fish
Paper Goods
Gift Cards from Stop and Shop or other food stores will
also be helpful. Please bring your donations to Msgr.
Ryan Hall at 440 Round Hill Road, Roslyn Heights.
Those in need of food or other supplies may call Elsie
Calderone at 626-1097, or send her an e-mail to
outreachstmary7@gmail.com, in order to sign up with
Human Concerns. After registration is complete, they
may come to Msgr. Ryan Hall to pick up supplies from
12:00 - 3:00 p.m.

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO SERVE
Lord, hold these men and women in your
loving hands and protect them as they
protect us and bless them for their selfforgetting acts. We pray for peace in our
world and an end to war. Amen.

St Mary’s Would Like to thank the following
Knights for their help assembling the Creche for the
2020 Christmas Season: Grand Knight Ed Escoffier,
Jim Stalarow, Bill Danielson, Phil Kirk, Jim Mozer,
Carl, Ring, John Little, John Dussel, Dan Garcia and
our Pastor Father Tim Valentine.

CAPT Brendan Echausse
COL Daniel Friend
SGT Joseph M. Friend
LCdr Christian R. Foschi
LT. Daniel Grabher
PFC Steven Hyyti
CAPT David Jacobs
SK1 John D. Klick
PFC Michael P. Lanciki
MAJOR Eric W. Lipp

LCpl Caitlin Lyons
LT Dennis Mackin
Cpl Tommy Mozer
SGT Julio Ortiz II
LCpl Jonathan Peres
GSGT Jonathan Porto
LT James Raphael
PVT Michael Starczewski
SGT Luke Whitting
RCT Jordan J. Williams
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Processional Hymn
O Come O Come Emmanuel

Responsorial Psalm
For-

e- ver

I will sing

the good- ness of the Lord
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Offertory Hymn
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Communion Hymn
The Advent of Our King
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Recessional Hymn
Lift Up Your Heads
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE:

CONFESSIONS
Each Saturday
4:00 PM - 4:45 PM - Msgr. Ryan Hall
MASSES
Thursday, December 24th - Christmas Eve
4:00 PM - Msgr. Ryan Hall
6:00 PM - Msgr. Ryan Hall
10:00 PM- Church(in lieu of Midnight)
(Pre Mass Program Beginning at 9:45 PM)
Friday, December 25th - Christmas Day
7:30 AM - Church
9:00 AM - Church
11:00 AM - Msgr. Ryan Hall
12:15 PM - Msgr. Ryan Hall
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ADVENT
PRAYER
Father in heaven,
Our hearts desire the warmth of Your Love
And our minds are searching
For the light of Your Word.
Increase our longing for Christ our Savior
And give us the strength to grow in love,
That the dawn of His coming may find us
Rejoicing in His presence
And welcoming the light of His truth.
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.
Amen.

