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SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturdays: Msgr. Ryan Hall - 3:45 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Also by appointment
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
The Church provides certain times and preparation for
weddings. Please contact the Rectory at least six months
in advance to begin the process.
REGISTRATION
Every family and person within the parish is encouraged
to register with the Parish.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:30 p.m. In
July and August Baptism will be celebrated at 12:30 p.m.
A required Baptism preparation meeting for parents meets
on the first Monday of the month at 8:00 p.m. Godparents
are welcome. Please register in advance for the class and
Baptism. Godparent Pre-Requisites: Godparents must be
practicing Catholics in good standing, 16 years of age or
older, Baptized and Confirmed Catholic.
ON BECOMING A CATHOLIC
Those seeking information about the Catholic Faith are
invited to contact Fr. Valentine at the Rectory at 6212222.
CARE OF THE SICK
Please notify the Rectory and Human Concerns Ministries
if there is anyone seriously ill so that we can provide
spiritual care.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK
Bob Boeshore
Lillian Boeshore
Kathleen Capuano
Barbara Coe
Rebekah Cole
Kevin Cronin
Paul Cronin
John Damiano
Linda De Stio
John Paul DiNonno
James Dougherty
Eric DuBois
Natalie Finamore
Noel Glen
Kamlesh Gupta
Ida Kelly
Christine Kenney
Maria Kim
Douglas Knehr

Anne Krukowski
Frank Krukowski
Richard Malon
Jonathan Mannina
Stuey Manzione
Tom McCormack
Brendan Miles
Freida Navarro
Victoria Oxer
Justin Paradine
Marion Prendergast
Jenna Reggio
Anna Sambucci
Elizabeth Stein
Charles Strecker
Clotida Vecchione
Jacqueline Verde
Anne Wright
Mary Wybaillie

...AND FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Stephen Angliss

THE MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, August 9: NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
7:30 a.m.
People of the Parish
9:00 a.m.
Deceased Sisters & Associates of St.
Dominic
by St. Mary’s Sisters and
Associates
11:00 a.m.
Barney Murtagh Jr.
by The McVeigh Family
The Shanahan Family
by Family
Special Intention
Monday, August 10: Saint Lawrence, Deacon and
Martyr
9:00 a.m.
Anthony Grau-1st Anniversary
by George Schwenzer
Tuesday, August 11: Saint Clare, Virgin
9:00 a.m.
Rita Friend & Claire Koehler
by Kathleen Friend & Sr. Pat
Koehler
Wednesday, August 12: Weekday
9:00a.m
Richard DeMaio
by Dolores & Richard O’Hara
Thursday, August 13: Weekday
9:00 a.m.
Carmine Urcivoli- Anniversary
by Lora Lafaro
Friday, August 14: Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest and
Martyr
9:00 a.m.
Arthur C. Vogt III-Anniversary
by His Family
Saturday, August 15: THE ASSUMPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
9:00 a.m.
Fr. Edward J. Shanahan
by His Family
5:00 p.m.
Kenneth Larow
by Mrs. Margaret DeVito
Cornelia Massimo
by Her Daughter
Deceased Members of the Muller &
McNichol Families
by Lorraine Muller
Sunday, August 16: TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
7:30 a.m.
People of the Parish
9:00 a.m.
Linda M. Fahrer
by Her Family
11:00 a.m.
Janice DeMeo Chester
by Nancy & Rick Minicucci
Patrick J. McMahon
by Roseann & Michael
McMahon
Mary Saitta
by Dolores & Richard O’Hara
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2020
NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a
Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5
Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33

FOCUS:

FOSTERING STEWARDSHIP
AS A WAY OF LIFE
PARISH SACRIFICIAL GIVING
God is generous to His children. This week be generous and
kind to all you meet.

God is present with us always.

If we wait to be adrift upon a stormy sea in order to see
that God is present with us, we will miss out on the
grace and goodness that currently surrounds us. God’s
love is at work in us, in every sacrament; in every moment of prayer; in every gathering for worship; in every
act of kindness. He is in the tiniest whisper, and in the
outstretched hand of another.

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary
Thank you for your continued sacrificial gifts to St.
Mary’s.
Sunday Offertory ~ August 1/2
Same Week Last Year

$4,747.00*
$7,062.00*

Mass Attendance for August 1/2
Same Week Last Year

208**
772

LITURGY OF THE WORD
Elijah heard God in a tiny whispering sound. Paul writes
to the Romans that he has great sorrow and constant anguish in [his] heart for his own people. In the Gospel,
Peter becomes frightened while walking on the water toward Jesus. Jesus catches him from sinking.

*Does not include Faith Direct
**Mass Attendance at 50% capacity under Covid19
guidelines

Readings for nest week, August 16: Twentieth Sunday in
Ordinary Time: Isaiah 56:1, 6-7, Romans 11:13-15, 2932, Matthew 15:21-28

From Liturgical Commission Publishing, Lansing, MI

 Celebrants for the Weekend of 
August 15/16
Celebrants*

Lectors

Fr. Evans Fwamba

M. G. Donaldson

9:00

Fr. Evans Fwamba

Ana Guevara

11:00

Fr. Evans Fwamba

J. Ferreira

Sat
5:00

* Subject to last minute changes.

A note of thanks to all the parishioners who,
despite the present circumstances, continue to
send in their contributions for the support of St.
Mary’s. Your generosity, while not surprising,
is greatly appreciated.
Besides the upkeep of the Church we would like
to add a note of gratitude to those parishioners
who have given so generously to our Human
Concerns Ministry. Your goodness has
contributed greatly to alleviating the needs of our
neighbors.
Thank You!
Fr. Valentine
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Dear Friends:
If you thought that these are particularly turbulent times, you wouldn’t be alone. According to a Gallup poll taken at
the end of 2019, Americans, while for the most part happy, do not report the same degree as they did the year
before: and this all before the COVID 19 pandemic and its aftermath.
Nor would you be the first to experience a widespread sense of anxiety. A whole school of Romantic literature
called “Storm and Stress” is devoted to this feeling. One (von Herder) wrote: “I am not here to think, but to be, to
feel, to live!” People like this feel as though they’re single-handedly battling against cosmic forces conspiring
against them. When people today talk about their relationship to God, I find that they often describe an equivalent
of storm and stress, whether a life-altering experience, a broken relationship, or a history of destructive choices.
They perceive themselves as powerless in the face of overwhelming odds. If this sounds familiar, today’s readings
are for you. The servants of God literally go through storm and stress, seeking refuge in times of trouble, and find it
after they let go of superficial notions of how God is “supposed” to act.
We should appreciate the context of the first reading to appreciate just what is at stake. It’s not as if Elijah were
making a leisurely trip to Mount Horeb. On the contrary, he is escaping the clutches of his enemy, the wicked
Queen Jezebel, who worshiped the pagan god Baal, and ordered Israel to do the same. She had her motives. You
know the story: after the 450 prophets of Baal are unsuccessful in their attempts to contact him, Elijah, whose
prayer was heard by the Lord, has the people execute the false prophets. The queen was not amused, and the
prophet journeys forty days and nights into the desert. Not only is he a fugitive in danger of death, but he seems to
have failed in his mission, because the people had forsaken the Lord. Climbing the mountain of God, the prophet
tries to renew the covenant that God made with Moses. But the way God reveals himself to Elijah is different from
way he once revealed himself to Elijah’s predecessor. God is not in the wind, the earthquake, or the fire; rather, he
makes himself known in a tiny, whispering sound. God expresses his will in the divine word. Elijah on the
mountain serves as a powerful image for those souls who retreat from the hustle and bustle of the city to find God
in silent contemplation.
Similarly, in the gospel, we appreciate the disciples’ terror after spending most of the night in a small boat on a
storm-tossed sea. When Jesus comes walking to them on the water, they take him for a ghost, and even after he
reassures them that that there is nothing to fear, Peter ventures out of the boat only to find himself sinking when he
pays more attention to the strong winds than to the Lord. Peter speaks for all of us when we find ourselves
overcome by distress and fear, when he cries out, “Lord, save me!” Yes, Peter loves and believes in Christ, but his
faith is imperfect; as St. John the Evangelist tells us elsewhere, love is not perfect in one who is afraid.
The disciples, like Elijah before them, had to arrive at a deeper understanding of the workings of God. It was not for
them to know precisely how God would resolve the dire situation in which they found themselves. Instead, their
responsibility was to trust that he would protect them. How often do we today demand assurances of our safety,
success, and prosperity? True: prudence demands that we take responsibility for ourselves and our families, but
faith involves a quiet confidence that God is sovereign over the trials and tribulations of human life. This attitude is
dramatically clear in the case of people who have discovered the presence of God in the midst of profound
suffering. The Scriptures challenge modern Catholics to place their trust in the providence of God, even when they
cannot see his plan in any obvious way.
Today’s readings are particularly relevant for our times. Despite our uniquely difficult circumstances this year, it’s
worth remembering that some activities we otherwise perform alone can become both more bearable and even
enjoyable when we share them with others.
Continued on Next Page
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According to the World Happiness Report, commuting to work alone can exacerbate an already bad mood, but
commuting with a friend can actually become an enjoyable experience. And pleasant experiences like taking a
walk alone can be greatly intensified when done with a loved one. Think of the spiritual ramifications here. We
Catholics believe that the Lord is always with us. Never forget that God is with each of us in our struggles, so go
to him in prayer. The Letter of Peter even tells us: “Cast your cares upon him because he cares for you.” As for the
Church as a whole, there is no better example than today’s Gospel, which compares the People of God with a boat
on the sea, tossed about by the winds and the rain. Christ is sovereign over both the physical and spiritual powers
of the universe, and there is nothing that can destroy the heavenly vessel Jesus pilots.
One of my favorite hymns was written in the 18th century by the German poet Catharina von Schlegel. Instead of
the anxiety, she expresses confidence in God, and takes for her inspiration today’s gospel of the disciples in the
boat buffeted on the sea. Two verses go like this:
Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain.
Leave to thy God to order and provide;
In every change, He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heavenly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake
To guide the future, as He has the past.
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know
His voice Who ruled them while He dwelt below.
Faithfully,
Fr. Valentine

MASS SCHEDULE
(Effective June 13, 2020)
Daily Mass in the Church:
9:00 a.m. - Monday-Friday
Weekend Masses at Msgr. Ryan Hall:
5:00 p.m. - Saturday
7:15 p.m. - Saturday (Spanish Mass)
9:00 a.m. - Sunday
11:00 a.m. - Sunday
The 7:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. Masses are cancelled for the summer.
We will follow social distancing guidelines. A mask is required,
and please bring a personal container of hand sanitizer with you.
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CONGRATULATIONS

HUMAN CONCERNS MINISTRY
FOOD PANTRY:

Chaminade High School has advised us that the
following young parishioners have achieved a Final
Honor Roll Average:
Freshman:
Brian P. Monaghan
Sophomore:
Luca T. Drago
Matthew A. Papiro
Junior:
Mario A. Fischetti Jr.
Congratulations to these students both for their high
standards of academic achievement and their
commitment to their faith.

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO SERVE
Lord, hold these men and women in your
loving hands and protect them as they
protect us and bless them for their selfforgetting acts. We pray for peace in our
world and an end to war. Amen.
CAPT Brendan Echausse
COL Daniel Friend
PFC Joseph M. Friend
LCdr Christian R. Foschi
LT. Daniel Grabher
PFC Steven Hyyti
CAPT David Jacobs
SK1 John D. Klick
PFC Michael P. Lanciki
MAJOR Eric W. Lipp

LCpl Caitlin Lyons
LT Dennis Mackin
Cpl Tommy Mozer
SGT Julio Ortiz II
LCpl Jonathan Peres
GSGT Jonathan Porto
LT James Raphael
PVT Michael Starczewski
SGT Luke Whitting
RCT Jordan J. Williams

The Human Concerns Food Pantry is in particular need
of the following items:
Soup
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Pasta
Pasta Sauce
Macaroni & Cheese
Tuna Fish

Cookies
Crackers
Cereal
Assorted Beans
Corn
Vegetables
Paper Goods

Gift Cards from Stop and Shop or other food stores will
also be helpful. Please bring your donations to Msgr.
Ryan Hall at 440 Round Hill Road, Roslyn Heights.
Those in need of food or other supplies may call Elsie
Calderone at 626-1097, or send her an e-mail to
outreachstmary7@gmail.com in order to sign up with
Human Concerns. After registration is complete, they
may come to Msgr. Ryan Hall to pick up supplies from
12:00 - 3:00 p.m.

We thank all of you who have donated,
and who continue to remember our Food Pantry
with your donations.

SUMMER RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Effective Wednesday, July 1st, and through
September 4th, the Rectory Office will be open
from 9:30 am. through 4:00 p.m., Monday
through Thursday. Beginning on Friday, July
3rd, the Rectory Office will be closed on Fridays
through September 4th.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
NEW FAMILY REGISTRATION
Registration for St. Mary’s Religious Education Program is now open for all new families and first graders
of registered families. Please call Nora Toal at (516) 621-6798 to schedule an appointment to register your
child for the program.
Please bring your child’s Baptismal Certificate to registration.
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The Wood of the Cross
I hope you have read earlier missives about the restoration of the St Mary’s Cross. Just in case this is your first bit of

information about the Cross restoration let me bring you up to date. The ‘now removed Cross” had deteriorated to such
an extent that there was a real danger of it falling off the Church steeple. Led by St Mary’s parishioners Matt Doherty
and Ed Escoffier, the old Cross was removed and with the approval of our Pastor Fr. Tim Valentine, a new Cross has
been commissioned.
Matt Doherty is working with master wood restoration experts in developing the new Cross in the same style as the
existing one. Matt has chosen to work with Honduran Mahogany as it is among the finest wood available. It is a strong
and robust wood and has lasting durability – so needed to sit atop St Mary’s Church
As you can see by the photos, the project has been expertly drawn by Matt to mirror the existing Cross. The second
photo shows the raw Mahogany which Matt describes as “beautiful” but cautions not to be fooled, ”there is a long way
from the rough cut wood to completion”. Judging by the third photo showing the horizontal arm, the milling process is
well on its way.
Once the milling is complete, the Cross will need many coats of finish to prepare it for the final stage of construction the application of gold leaf. This according to Matt and his fellow expert restorers is a very laborious task. We are still
far away from seeing the St Mary’s Cross return to its rightful spot as a welcoming sign to all who worship or visit our
beautiful Church.
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