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SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturdays: Msgr. Ryan Hall - 3:45 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Also by appointment
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
The Church provides certain times and preparation for
weddings. Please contact the Rectory at least six months
in advance to begin the process.
REGISTRATION
Every family and person within the parish is encouraged
to register with the Parish.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:30 p.m. In
July and August Baptism will be celebrated at 12:30 p.m.
A required Baptism preparation meeting for parents meets
on the first Monday of the month at 8:00 p.m. Godparents
are welcome. Please register in advance for the class and
Baptism. Godparent Pre-Requisites: Godparents must be
practicing Catholics in good standing, 16 years of age or
older, Baptized and Confirmed Catholic.
ON BECOMING A CATHOLIC
Those seeking information about the Catholic Faith are
invited to contact Fr. Valentine at the Rectory at 6212222.
CARE OF THE SICK
Please notify the Rectory and Human Concerns Ministries
if there is anyone seriously ill so that we can provide
spiritual care.

THE MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, March 22: FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
7:30 a.m.
People of the Parish
9:00 a.m.
Henry Krukowski
by his Wife, Anne
11:00 a.m.
Keith Coleman
by Family
Gloria Manzone
by the Clausen Family
Joseph Miceli
by Daughter, Janine Miceli
12:15 p.m.
Lawrence & Ethel Leavy
by Dolores & Richard O’Hara
Monday, March 23: Lenten Weekday
9:00 a.m.
Sr. Eileen & Sr. Agatha Shanahan
by Family
Tuesday, March 24: Lenten Weekday
9:00 a.m.
Eleanore Marvullo
by Dee Marvullo
Wednesday, March 25: THE ANNUNCIATION OF
THE LORD
9:00 a.m.
Sr. Kieran Hartigan
by Dolores & Richard O’Hara
Thursday, March 26: Lenten Weekday
9:00 a.m.
The Shanahan Family
by Family
Friday, March 27: Lenten Weekday
9:00 a.m.
Rosemarie Amato
by Anne Krukowski

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK
Bob Boeshore
Lillian Boeshore
Ted Burger
Kathleen Capuano
Barbara Coe
Rebekah Cole
Kevin Cronin
Paul Cronin
John Damiano
Linda De Stio
John Paul DiNonno
James Dougherty
Eric DuBois
Natalie Finamore
Noel Glen
Kamlesh Gupta
Ida Kelly
Christine Kenney
Maria Kim
Douglas Knehr

Anne Krukowski
Frank Krukowski
Richard Malon
Jonathan Mannina
Stuey Manzione
Tom McCormack
Brendan Miles
Freida Navarro
Victoria Oxer
Justin Paradine
Jenna Reggio
Anna Sambucci
Elizabeth Stein
Charles Strecker
Elizabeth Sympson
Clotida Vecchione
Jacqueline Verde
Anne Wright
Mary Wybaillie

Saturday, March 28: Lenten Weekday
5:00 p.m.
Phillip Haney
by Barbara Nakelski
Stella Juliski
by the Family
Anthony Marvullo
by Dee Marvullo
Deceased Members of the Stavola Family
by Mr. & Mrs. Luis Lara-Rivas
Sunday, March 29: FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
7:30 a.m.
People of the Parish
9:00 a.m.
Nicholas J. Daley
by Your Loving Family
11:00 a.m.
Joseph DiCamillo
by Robert Sluka
Franciszka Rozek
Patricia Tomasone
by Edwin & Florence Hess
12:15 p.m.
Lorraine Mulligan
by Dolores & Richard O’Hara
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2020
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
First Reading: Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel: John 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

FOCUS: The Lord of all gives sight to the blind.
Jesus’ power and claims divide those who encounter him.
He is the long-awaited one, and he heals all wounds, even
giving sight to the blind. We can trust that Jesus can heal
all the wounds of our lives, giving us sight to see and a
light to follow in the darkness of sin.
LITURGY OF THE WORD:
In the first reading, the Lord sends Samuel to Jesse of
Bethlehem because the Lord has chosen the new king
from among Jesse’s sons. Samuel goes, and anoints
David in the presence of his brothers. In Saint Paul’s
Letter to the Ephesians, he exhorts them to live as
children of light. In the Gospel, Jesus encounters a man
blind from birth. After Jesus gives the man sight, the
Pharisees become divided over the account. The man
defends Jesus, explaining that he must be from God.
Readings for next week, March 29: Fifth Sunday in
Lent: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45
or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
During these challenging times, the Rectory staff
will be available by telephone and e-mail only. We
ask that no one come into the office. If you wish
to speak with us, or to schedule a Mass Intention,
please call the office at 516 621-2222, and we will
be happy to help you.
The Rectory staff will be available to take calls and
e-mails on Monday-Thursday between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., and on Fridays from 9:00
a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
The Church will be open Monday
through Friday from 10:00 a.m. until
4:00 p.m. for private prayer, with
Eucharistic Adoration each day from 3:00 to 4:00
p.m. without Benediction. If you wish, please stay
for a short prayer.

From Liturgical Commission Publishing, Lansing, MI

HUMAN CONCERNS MINISTRY
FOOD PANTRY:

CHURCH
HANDICAPPED RAMP
Please know that from Thursday, March 19th,
through Tuesday, March 31st, the railing in the back
of the Church will be blocked off so that necessary
repairs may be completed for the safety of our
parishioners. The staircases in the front and back of
the Church, however, will be open. Individuals are
strongly advised to avoid the stairs altogether if they
cannot safely ascend them without assistance. Your
cooperation in this matter is much appreciated.

Those in need of food or other supplies may call Elsie
Calderone at 626-1097, or send her an e-mail to
outreachstmary7@gmail.com, in order to sign up with
Human Concerns. After registration is complete, they
may come to Msgr. Ryan Hall to pick up supplies from
12:00 - 3:00 p.m.
The Human Concerns Food Pantry is in particular need
of the following items:
Soup
Cookies
Peanut Butter
Crackers
Jelly
Cereal
Pasta
Assorted Beans
Pasta Sauce
Corn
Macaroni & Cheese
Vegetables
Tuna Fish
Paper Goods
Gift Cards from Stop and Shop or other food stores will
also be helpful. Please bring your donations to Msgr.
Ryan Hall at 440 Round Hill Road, Roslyn Heights.
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE
Dear Friends:
As you know by now, America at present faces a national emergency on account of the spread of the corona virus.
Medical experts tell us that the most effective strategy for combating disease involves attention to hygiene,
especially hand-washing, and what has become part of the popular lexicon within the last week: social distancing.
People are to avoid large crowds (as few as ten people!), and even then, to avoid physical contact of any kind. The
huggers among us must feel straight-jacketed! Restaurants and other gathering places, like theaters and sports
arenas, have been closed for the foreseeable future: a practice which, beside the economic ramifications, goes
against the grain of any human being, whom Aristotle calls the “social animal.” Perhaps the bitterest pill for many
of us to swallow is the cancellation of public Mass and other forms of worship. The Church, the Ecclesia, literally
means the “calling together” of believers, by the action of the Holy Spirit. Our vertical relationship with God, by
its very nature, brings about a horizontal relationship with each other: “Love God with all your heart, and your
neighbor as yourself.”
Given the situation, Deacon Rafal and I decided not to preach this weekend, the better to streamline the order of
Mass, but the subject of the Gospel this past Sunday was appropriate for the occasion: the Woman at the Well. If
you notice, the very fact that Jesus had a conversation with the Samaritan woman is extraordinary. You might say
that there was even more to social distancing between Jews and Samaritans than today’s concern over contagion.
Enmity between the two related ethnic groups extended back centuries to the divided Kingdoms of Israel and
Judah. The kings of Samaria welcomed, and encouraged, the presence of Assyrians, Persians, and Babylonians,
who in turn imposed pagan worship upon the people. Even the Samaritans who stayed loyal to the God of Israel
broke with the Jews over the issue of the Scriptures themselves, and recognized only the five books (the woman’s
five husbands?) of the Law—the Torah—as God’s Word. Our Lord looks past these differences, and elicits from
the woman a thirst for God that only the life of faith (the “living water”) can satisfy, through the One whom he
has sent: Jesus the Messiah.
This week’s Gospel uses a different metaphor for faith, that of vision. In the first reading from the book of
Samuel, the prophet must select the new king from among Jesse’s sons. The oldest, Eliab, was impressive, both in
appearance and by his resume as a trained warrior, but Samuel rejects him and all the other brothers. When the
youngest arrives, Samuel recognizes David as “the one.” Why? Human beings see only the appearance, whereas
“the LORD looks into the heart.” God’s servants have a deeper appreciation of the events of history than their
face value. Likewise, in the Gospel, the blind man’s affliction is thought to be God’s punishment for a personal
sin. Jesus explains, rather, that because of it God’s mighty works “might be made visible.” The clay he makes
with dust and spittle recalls the creation of Adam, and symbolizes the “re-creation” of humanity through grace.
Ironically, the Pharisees who claim to see (that is, believe) prove to be spiritually blind for not recognizing God’s
action in Christ.
Friends, I would offer two thoughts for this week. The first involves the relevance of the Samaritan woman and
the blind man for the times in which we live. The woman is thirsty for Life, and the man yearns for Vision. Do we
not want the same for ourselves and our loved ones? These fundamental desires of the soul make Christians seek
deeper answers, that life is not merely the prolongation of earthly existence, that what is most real is not simply
what the senses can perceive. No: Life is the perfect attainment of happiness and wisdom, a longing that can only
be satisfied by friendship with God in Christ. Faith is the turning of the eyes of the soul to what eternally endures,
and to act upon that awareness. Here below, responsibility demands that we attend to concrete human needs:
washing hands, social distancing, and caring for each other. Yet we Christians see beyond these tasks to the goal
they serve, a mystery that has one foot in this world and one in the next: Love, of both God and neighbor.

continued on next page
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Second, we might “see” our present state of affairs from a different perspective than the conventional one: as less
of a curse, and more of an opportunity through which God’s mighty works “might be made visible.” Believe me, I
was no “warrior” in the military: far from it. But if there was one lesson that shared hardship taught us it was that,
by the grace of God, we can seek—and find—the blessings, wisdom, and holiness we never thought possible. We
discover them today by attending to our families through conversation, and study, and play, and prayer. (How
about the rosary? Everyone takes a decade!) As we serve our neighbors, both Catholic and non-, consider how to
give them good example of engraced vision for challenging times.
Faithfully,
Fr. Valentine

A DIRECTIVE FROM THE DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE
As of March 15, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control announced that it is recommended that all events involving 50
people or more be suspended or postponed. In an effort to promote health and safety of all people, the Diocese of
Rockville Centre announces the following measures:
1.
Beginning Monday, March 16, 2020 at 3:00 PM, all Masses (weekday and weekend), meetings, and nonessential activities in our parishes are suspended or postponed through Tuesday, April 14, 2020. This will include all
Holy Week and Easter Liturgies. However, these will be televised and available online (see below).
This includes all Confirmations, First Communions, First Confessions, etc. When these events are rescheduled,
they will be announced by local parishes. Funerals and weddings may be permitted if necessary, but should be limited
to immediate family and remain under 50 people in attendance. Baptisms should be postponed unless absolutely necessary and should observe the same limits.
2.
Churches may remain open for private prayer at the discretion of the Pastor. However, they must observe the
recommendation of fewer than 50 people permitted.
3.
The Catholic Faith Network (CFN) will provide televised and online daily Masses, including Holy Week and
Easter Liturgies, as well as other devotional and spiritual programs. (Optimum channel 29/137, Verizon FiOS TV
channel 296, and Spectrum channel 162/471.) CFN is also
available on selected cable and satellite systems and
through 24/7 live stream at CFNtv.org. You can also watch CFN on Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android, or by
downloading the CFN iOS mobile app at the app store by searching “Catholic Faith Network” or “CFN”.
4.

Your local parish may also offer live streaming of liturgies. Please check your parish web site for availability.

5.
Currently, our Catholic Schools are closed through March 20, 2020, following the measures taken by Nassau
and Suffolk public schools. However, we continue to monitor the situation and will adapt and update as needed. Our
parish Religious Education programs will remain suspended until Tuesday, April 14, 2020. Again, we continue to
monitor the situation and will adapt and update as needed.
6.
In an effort to participate in the statewide efforts to halt the spread of the COVID-19 virus, effective on
Wednesday, March 18, 2020, the administrative offices of the Diocese of Rockville Centre located in Rockville Centre
and Massapequa Park will be closed through Monday, April 13, 2020. Offices are scheduled to reopen on Tuesday,
April 14, 2020, at 8:30 am. These locations will be thoroughly cleaned during closure. All employees will be working
remotely, with business being conducted by email, telephonically or electronically, as best as possible. For the latest
information visit www.drvc.org.

