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SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturdays: Msgr. Ryan Hall - 4:00 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Also by appointment
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
The Church provides certain times and preparation for
weddings. Please contact the Rectory at least six months
in advance to begin the process.
REGISTRATION
Every family and person within the parish is encouraged
to register with the Parish.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Celebrated on the 2nd Sunday of the month at 1:30 p.m. In
July and August Baptism will be celebrated at 12:30 p.m.
A required Baptism preparation meeting for parents meets
on the first Monday of the month at 8:00 p.m. Godparents
are welcome. Please register in advance for the class and
Baptism. Godparent Pre-Requisites: Godparents must be
practicing Catholics in good standing, 16 years of age or
older, Baptized and Confirmed Catholic.
ON BECOMING A CATHOLIC
Those seeking information about the Catholic Faith are
invited to contact Fr. Valentine at the Rectory at 6212222.
CARE OF THE SICK
Please notify the Rectory and Human Concerns Ministries
if there is anyone seriously ill so that we can provide
spiritual care.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK
Bob Boeshore
Lillian Boeshore
Kathleen Capuano
Barbara Coe
Rebekah Cole
Virginia Connors
Agneta Creutzmann
Kevin Cronin
Paul Cronin
John Damiano
Linda De Stio
John Paul DiNonno
James Dougherty
Eric DuBois
Natalie Finamore
Brian Gaffney
Leslie Wagner Gaffney
Noel Glen
Kamlesh Gupta
Ida Kelly

Christine Kenney
Maria Kim
Douglas Knehr
Anne Krukowski
Frank Krukowski
Cindy Lott
Richard Malon
Jonathan Mannina
Stuey Manzione
Tom McCormack
Brendan Miles
Freida Navarro
Victoria Oxer
Justin Paradine
Marion Prendergast
Jenna Reggio
Roy Rodrigues
Anna Sambucci
Elizabeth Stein
Charles Strecker

To watch the Catholic Ministries Appeal Video, please
use this link: https://vimeo.com/497005015

THE MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, January 31: FOURTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
7:30 a.m.
People of the Parish
9:00 a.m.
James P. Kilderry
by Maureen Zerilli
11:00 a.m.
Franceso Aversa
by the Family
Monday, February 1: Weekday
9:00 a.m.
Mario Reali
by Toni Sanzeri
Tuesday, February 2: The Presentation of the Lord
9:00 a.m.
Francis Reilly
by Lynn Reilly
Wednesday, February 3: Weekday
9:00 a.m.
The Shanahan Family
by Family
Thursday, February 4: Weekday
9:00 a.m.
Henry Krukowski- 26th Anniversary
by Wife, Anne
Friday, February 5: First Friday: Saint Agatha,
Virgin and Martyr
9:00 a.m.
Patricia Tomosone-1st Anniversary
by Lora Lofaro
Saturday, February 6: First Saturday: Saint Paul
Miki and Companions, Martyrs
9:00 a.m.
Special Intention
5:00 p.m.
Brendan Miles
by Lynn Reilly & Family
Jerry Trimboli- 1st Anniversary
by Dolores Trimboli & Family
Sunday, February 7: FIFTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
7:30 a.m.
James Kilderry & Hank Meier
by Dave Troyan
9:00 a.m.
People of the Parish
11:00 a.m.
For the Intentions of Mr. Pedone

MASS INTENTIONS
Mass Intentions are available for
February. Please call the Rectory Office
at 621-2222 if you wish to arrange for Masses.
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2021
THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:32-35
Gospel: Mark 1:21-28

PARISH SACRIFICIAL GIVING

FOCUS: Those who witness Jesus’ authority and
healing power are amazed.
In today’s Gospel account of Jesus entering Capernaum,
those who heard his teaching and witnessed him drive out
an unclean spirit are astonished. Their amazement is due to
the authority of Christ, who is God himself. Are we, too, in
awe at the work of God in our lives?
LITURGY OF THE WORD:
Moses tells the people that God will raise up a prophet and
put his own words in the prophet’s mouth. This prophet will
speak all that God commands him to. Saint Paul encourages
the Corinthians to be free from anxieties and be without
distraction so that they may be fully devoted to the Lord. In
the Gospel, Jesus teaches in a synagogue in Capernaum. As
he speaks, and as he drives out an unclean spirit, the crowd
is amazed by his authority.
Readings for next week, February 7, Fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time: Job 7:1-4, 6-7, 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 2223, Mark 1:29-39
From Liturgical Commission Publishing, Lansing, MI

Fr. Lauder’s Catholic Novel
Fr. Lauder’s Series of 50 lectures on the Catholic
Novel, each 15 minutes long, are available on YouTube

 Celebrants for the Weekend of 
February 6/7:
Celebrants*

Lectors

Sat
5:00

Fr. Valentine

P. Kirk

Sun

Fr. Valentine

Sr. P. Koehler

9:00

Fr. Lauder

L. Czarniak

11:00

Fr. Valentine

J. Ferreira

7:30

* Subject to last minute changes.

FOSTERING STEWARDSHIP
AS A WAY OF LIFE

One great gift we can give to another is prayer. This week, say
a prayer for a family member or friend you haven’t specifically
prayed for in a while; welcome them into your heart.

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary
Thank you for your continued sacrificial gifts to St.
Mary’s.
Sunday Offertory January 23/24, 2021
Same Week Last Year
Mass Attendance for January 23/24, 2021
Same Week Last Year

$6,858.00*
$7,340.00*
275**
858

*Does not include Faith Direct
**Mass Attendance at 50% capacity under Covid19

HUMAN CONCERNS MINISTRY
FOOD PANTRY IN URGENT NEED:
St. Mary’s Food Pantry has had a great demand for
food, and is running low on staples. We ask that when
you do your grocery shopping, you consider purchasing
extra items to donate to the Food Pantry.
The Human Concerns Food Pantry is in urgent need
of the following items:
Soup
Cookies
Peanut Butter
Crackers
Jelly
Cereal
Pasta
Assorted Beans
Pasta Sauce
Corn
Macaroni & Cheese
Vegetables
Tuna Fish
Paper Goods
Gift Cards from Stop and Shop or other food stores will
also be helpful. Please bring your donations to Msgr.
Ryan Hall at 440 Round Hill Road, Roslyn Heights.
Those in need of food or other supplies may call Elsie
Calderone at 626-1097, or send her an e-mail to
outreachstmary7@gmail.com, in order to sign up with
Human Concerns. After registration is complete, they
may come to Msgr. Ryan Hall to pick up supplies from
12:00 - 3:00 p.m.
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THE PASTOR’S PAGE
Dear Friends:
Our good Fr. Lauder is, as you know, a connoisseur of the Catholic novel, an art form which flourished in the early part
of the 20th century in Europe. Among others, Evelyn Waugh, Georges Bernanos, Francois Mauriac, and Graham
Greene explored various dimensions of Catholic experience at a time when theology was, at least by comparison,
lacking in depth. Yet there is one author whose work I could never quite fathom: James Joyce. I got through Portrait of
the Artist heavily scarred (and have since forgotten most of the story); despaired of Ulysses after 20 pages; and dared
not even crack the binding on Finnegan’s Wake. (The definition of a liar? Anyone who claims to understand this book.)
There is, however, a short story, quasi-autobiographical, that I found more accessible: “The Dead.” Joyce relates a
dinner party at the home of two maiden ladies, to which their nephew and his wife are invited. Gabriel is a restless soul,
disappointed with his homeland (Ireland), his wife (Gretta), the “younger generation” (who isn’t?), politics (what else is
new?) and the Church (no kidding). Over the course of the evening, however, he learns a secret from Gretta’s past: she
was once in love with a boy who wooed her with a haunting ballad, but spurned his advances in favor of a religious
vocation. She still feels guilty about his early death from exposure while standing outside her home, trying to get her
attention by tossing bits of earth against her window. Years later, hearing that song once again, she is overcome by the
pull of unrequited love: a capacity that Gabriel never knew she had. Apart from the “plot” of the story, the reader comes
away with a profound sense, conjured by the strangely beautiful “alchemy” of Irish prose, that the membrane separating
the living from the dead is porous. Joyce writes of Gabriel:
His soul swooned softly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe and
faintly falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead.
Call me a chauvinist, but I believe that Catholicism has a profound awareness of the interplay between divine and the
mundane realities. The saints, in particular, may live in different places and at different times, but this does not prevent
them from encountering each other on a regular basis. A great example of this is St. Agatha, a 3 rd-century martyr,
whose feast we celebrate on Friday (February 5). According to tradition, this young girl of “gentle” ancestry embraced
a life of virginity out of love for God, but incurred the wrath of a suitor who would have none of it. She was attacked in
a most gruesome manner, and even survived various attempts to kill and mutilate her. She is thought to have died in
prison. The story goes that, as Agatha languished in her cell, St. Peter appeared to her and miraculously healed her
wounds. (St. Agatha is thus the patron of those suffering from breast cancer.)
The first verse of a hymn in honor of St. Agatha (whose name means “good”) goes as follows:
Bright shall the day of Saint Agatha rise,
Virgin and martyr, for lo! from the skies,
Christ, as a lover, stooped tenderly down,
Crowning her brow with his duplicate crown.
If our age smirks at the concept of virginity, or sneers at that of martyrdom, then we are all the poorer for it. St. Thomas
Aquinas praises this “duplicate crown,” for the virgin’s merit lies, not in a lack of sexual experience per se, but in the
deliberate choice to live, uncorrupted in mind and body, out of love for the Lord. That of martyrdom consists in rising
above the fear of death and, indeed, embracing it: again, out of love for Christ. Thomas quotes St. Augustine: It is not
the pain but the cause that makes the martyr.”
Today’s artwork is Giovanni Lanfranco’s “St. Peter Healing St. Agatha” (1614). One would be forgiven for thinking
that the painting comes from the hand of Caravaggio, given the gorgeous use of chiaroscuro (light and shadow) at work
in the scene. St. Peter may be in the center of the picture, but his features are almost entirely…well…“obscured.” Still,
the painting shows us that those “who go before us marked with the sign of faith” are never really gone. Their witness,
their martyrdom, is efficacious, even today: giving us healing, direction, even joy, in a world so desperately in need of
such things. One need not be a virgin or martyr to live for love of Christ. There are various forms of discipleship; each
has its own crown.
Faithfully,
Fr. Valentine

Page 4

Processional Hymn
Sing a New Song

Responsorial Psalm

JRC c. GIA
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Offertory Hymn
What Wondrous Love is This?

Communion Hymn
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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Recessional Hymn
Father We Thank Thee Who Hast Planted

